VZCZCXR04626 

PP  RUEHDE  RUEHROV  RUEHTRO 
DE  RUEHEG  #1992/01  2931311 
ZNY  SSSSS  ZZH 
P 201311Z  OCT  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  CAIRO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  3930 
INFO  RUCNFUR/ DARFUR  COLLECTIVE 
RUCNIAD/IGAD  COLLECTIVE 
RUCNSOM/ SOMALIA  COLLECTIVE 
RUEHDS /AMEMBASSY  ADDIS  ABABA  0355 
RUEHAE /AMEMBASSY  ASMARA  0211 
RUEHKH /AMEMBASSY  KHARTOUM  1374 
RUEHNR/ AMEMBASSY  NAIROBI  0441 

SECRET  SECTION  01  OF  04  CAIRO  001992 


NOFORN 

SIPDIS 

DEPARTMENT  FOR  NEA/ELA,  AF/SPG,  AF/E 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 10/14/2019 
TAGS:  PREL  SU  SO  ER  ET  EG 

SUBJECT:  SCENESETTER  FOR  A/S  CARSON'S  VISIT  TO  EGYPT 

REF:  A.  CAIRO  1220  B.  CAIRO  1341  Classified  By:  Ambassador  Margaret  Scobey  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) . 

1. (S/NF)  Key  Points:  — Welcome  to  Egypt.  — Egypt's  top  priority  in  Africa  is  unity  of  Sudan.  The  Government  of  Egypt  (GoE)  supports  Special  E 

2. (C)  Post  warmly  welcomes  your  visit  to  Cairo,  which  comes  as  Egypt's  diplomatic  energies  are  increasingly  focused  on  the  Horn  of  Africa,  espe 

3. (C)  Egyptian  foreign  policy  is  centered  on  the  maintenance  of  regional  stability,  and  as  GoE  leaders  look  around  their  neighborhood,  it  incre 
f4 . (C)  We  have  requested  meetings  for  you  with  Foreign  Minister  Ahmed  Aboul  Gheit,  Egyptian  General  Intelligence  Services  Chief  Omar  Soliman, 

5. (C)  Senior  Egyptian  officials  will  tell  you  the  GoE ' s top  priority  in  Africa  is  the  unity  of  Sudan.  Egypt  supports  S/E  Gration's  efforts  to  i 

6. (C)  The  GoE  is  concerned  about  the  future  of  the  CPA  and  the  "deteriorating"  situation  in  South  Sudan.  It  believes  there  will  be  "fatal  impli 

7. (S/NF)  Egypt  is  a strong  supporter  of  Somali  President  Shaykh  Sharif  Shaykh  Ahmed  and  the  Transitional  Federal  Government  (TFG) . The  GoE  prot 

8. (C)  The  GoE  is  concerned  about  the  territorial  integrity  of  Somalia  and  wants  to  ensure  that  a solution  for  Somalia  includes  the  entire  count 

9. (C)  Egypt  is  a member  of  the  International  Contact  Group  on  Piracy  off  the  Coast  of  Somalia  (CGPCS)  and  chairs  Working  Group  4 on  diplomatic 

f.  1 . However,  the  GoE  decided  in  September  to  return  the  pirates  to  Puntland  for  prosecution,  contending  the  suspects  were  not  involved  in  the  c 

10. (S/NF)  Egypt  has  good  relations  with  Eritrea  and  is  keen  to  maintain  these  ties  at  least  partly  in  practical  acknowledgment  of  Eritrea's  sti 

11.  (C)  FM  Aboul  Gheit  and  EGIS  Chief  Soliman  visited  Eritrea  on  September  30  and  spoke  with  President  Afworki  about  the  potential  Eritrean  role 

12.  (C)  The  GoE  is  working  to  improve  its  relationship  with  Ethiopia  because  it  is  the  source  of  85  percent  of  the  Nile  waters,  and  the  two  cour 

13.  (C)  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  are  concerned  with  controlling  "Muslim  extremists"  in  Somalia.  Both  countries  believe  they  need  to  support  the  Somali 


